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ORGAN SPECTACULAR 
 

St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica 
Friday, November 8, 2019 | 7:00 p.m. 

Suggested Donation: $25 

 

Please silence all mobile devices and refrain from video recording 
CHRISTOPHER KU 

Symphony no. 5 (Opus 42, No. 1) Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 
1. Allegro vivace 

Miroir Ad Wammes (b. 1953) 

DAVID SIMON 

Sonata No. 8 (Opus 132) Josef Gabriel Rheinberger (1839-1901) 
Introduction & Passacaglia 

PAUL JENKINS 

Pièces de Fantaisie Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
Troisième suite (Opus 54) 
2. Impromptu 

Prelude & Fugue in A flat major (Opus 36, No. 2) Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

JOHN PAUL FARAHAT 

Pièces de Fantaisie Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
Quatrième suite (Opus 55) 
2. Résignation 



Deuxième toccata improvisée Victor Togni (1935-1965) 
on the “Ite missa est” (Orbis factor) reconstruction by John Paul Farahat (b. 1989) 
and a theme of Healey Willan 

WILLIAM O’MEARA 

Diptych Dobrinka Tabakova (b. 1980) 
II. Chorale 

Gothic Toccata Graeme Koehne (b. 1956) 

 

Biographies 
JOHN PAUL FARAHAT holds the post of Director of Music and Principal Organist of 
Saint Basil’s Catholic Parish at the University of Saint Michael’s College. His notable past 
engagements include the Cathédrale Notre-Dame and Église St-Eustache, Paris, the 
International Organ Festival Toulouse Les Orgues, Saint Paul's Cathedral and Westminster 
Abbey, London, Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, and the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC, among others. He 
holds the Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Toronto, where he studied with 
Kevin Komisaruk and authored the text Precomposed and Extemporized: Rediscovering the 
Life and Improvisatory Work of Canadian Organist Victor Togni (1935 – 1965). 
Visit www.farahat.ca for more information.  

PAUL JENKINS cultivates an eclectic musical career as a keyboardist and tenor.  An 
artistic associate with the Toronto Consort, he has appeared with some of Canada’s leading 
baroque and early music groups, including Tafelmusik, Opera Atelier, La Nef, Aradia, and 
Theatre of Early Music.  

Other guest appearances include  the Kitchener-Waterloo, Windsor, and Toronto 
Symphony Orchestras, London Symphonia, Hamilton Philharmonic, the Canadian Opera 
Company, Opera in Concert, Esprit Orchestra, Soundstreams, Apollo’s Fire, I Furiosi,  
Scaramella, Toronto Masque Theatre, and Nota Bene Baroque Players.  He is music 
director at Blessed Sacrament Church.  Paul’s  next appearance as organ soloist is with 
Toronto Mozart Players’  upcoming concert  Mystical Birds. 

http://www.farahat.ca/


CHRISTOPHER KU is a graduate of the University of Oxford (DPhil, 2015), and the 
University of Toronto (MA, 2009; MusBacPerf, 2007). His overseas doctoral thesis, 
partially funded by a Doctoral Fellowship from the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada, focused on the relationship between text, music, and scribal 
transmission in sixteenth-century English manuscripts. 

As a Fellow of the Royal Canadian College of Organists, Christopher holds the college’s 
highest distinction in organ performance and church musicianship. He has previously 
served as the Principal Organist of St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica, and the Bevan Organ 
Scholar of Trinity College Chapel, University of Toronto. He is currently completing work 
on the full music edition of the Archdiocesan hymnal, with Angels and Archangels 
(forthcoming, Easter 2020). 

WILLIAM O’MEARA is the Organist at St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica and organ teacher 
at St. Michael’s Choir School. He has performed at festivals and concert series throughout 
North and South America, Europe and Russia, as well as in hundreds of concerts 
throughout Canada as a soloist and in ensembles.  His organ recordings “Baroque Banquet” 
and “Awari” are often broadcast on the American Public Radio program “Pipedreams”.  
Also well-known for his improvised accompaniments for silent films, he has performed at 
the Toronto International Film Festival,  Le Giornate del Cinema Muto (Italy), the National 
Gallery of Canada, and the Toronto International Silent Film Festival. 

DAVID SIMON is the Organist of St. James Cathedral in his hometown of Toronto. 
Concurrent to his church work, he has played recitals and accompanied choir tours across 
North America, Europe, the U.K., and Russia. In 2019, he won first prize in the Royal 
Canadian College of Organists national competition, and in 2018 won first prize and 
audience prize in the University of Michigan organ improvisation competition. He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Canadian College of Organists (FRCCO) and received the Healey 
Willan Prize for top national achievement on the Fellowship examination. David is a 
graduate of Saint Michael’s Choir School in 2011 and is currently a Doctor of Musical Arts 
Candidate at Yale University in the studios of Thomas Murray and Jeff Brillhart. 



St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica 
III – 56 stops/76 ranks - Opus 3907 - Electric-slider action 

Great   Swell 
Dble Open Diapason 16   Bourdon 16 
Open Diapason 8   Diapason 8 
Violon 8   Bourdon 8 
Harmonic flute 8   Gamba 8 
Chimney Flute 8   Celeste 8 
Octave 4   Principal 4 
Open Flute 4   Traverse Flute 4 
Quint 2 2/3   Octavin 2 
Super Octave 2   Mixture III 2 
Cornet V 8   Plein-Jeu III-V 1 
Fourniture IV 1 1/3   Oboe 8 
Cymbale III 1/2   Vox Humana 8 
Bombarde 16   Tremulant   
Trumpet 8   Bombarde 16 
Clarion 4   Trompette 8 
Tremulant     Clairon 4 
Great Unison Off     Sw 16, Unison Off, Sw 4   
Horizontal Trumpet 8   Horizontal Trumpet (Gr) 8 
Festival Trumpet (Ch) 8   Festival Trumpet (Ch) 8 
          

Choir   Pedal 
Principal 8   Violinbass 32 
Gedeckt 8   Subbass 32 
Dulciane 8   Contrabass 16 
Unda Maris 8   Dble Open Diapason (Gr) 16 
Prestant 4   Violone 16 
Chimney Flute 4   Subbass 16 
Nazard 2 2/3   Bourdon (Sw) 16 
Flute 2   Quint (from Subbass) 10 2/3 
Tierce 1 3/5   Octavebass 8 
Larigot 1 1/3   Violoncello 8 
Sifflet 1   Stopped Flute 8 
Mixture III 1   Bourdon 8 
Trumpet 8   Choral Bass 4 
Clarinet 8   Open Flute 4 
Tremulant     Flute 2 
Ch 16, Unison Off, Ch 4     Theorbo II 6 2/5 
Festival Trumpet 16   Mixture IV 2 2/3 
Festival Trumpet 8   Contra Trombone 32 
Festival Trumpet 4   Trombone 16 
Horizontal Trumpet (Gr) 8   Bombarde (Gr) 16 
      Trumpet 8 
      Horizontal Trumpet (Gr) 8 
      Festival Trumpet (Ch) 8 
      Clarion 4 

 



Advent Lessons & Carols 
Wednesday, December 18 | 7:00 p.m. 

Sacred Music & Readings for Advent  
The Choirs of St. Michael ’s Choir  School  

Lessons and Carols is a service of Christian worship celebrating the coming birth of Jesus at Christmas. It tells the 
story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus in short readings of scripture and in 

sacred song. St. Michael’s Choir School will offer seasonal choral music and lead all in favourite Advent hymns. 

 

Sacred Elegies 
Thursday, March 12 | 7:00 p.m. 

Stabat Mater –  Gregorian Chant  
Dead March from Saul – G.F. Handel  

Requiem in D Minor,  K. 626 – W.A. Mozart  
Schola Cantorum from St. Michael ’s Choir School  

Schola Cantorum Orchestra & Guest Soloists  
S.  Bryan Priddy – Conductor  

A program of reflective music on life’s endings and the promise of the everlasting life to come.  
Mozart’s powerful and enduring Requiem is complemented by Gregorian Chant and the  

emotionally charged, yet restrained Dead March from Handel’s oratorio, Saul.

 

Spring Concert 
Thursday, May 14 | 7:00 p.m. 

The Choirs of St. Michael ’s Choir  School  
Maria Conkey,  Teri  Dunn, S.  Bryan Priddy –  Conductors  

William O’Meara – Organ 

The choirs of St. Michael’s Choir School – Elementary, Junior, Senior, Tenor/Bass, and Massed –  
present their final concert of the school year. Favourite repertoire from the past year blends with  

choral gems performed during the annual Spring Tour. 



Please support St. Michael’s Concerts by donating online  
at www.stmichaelscathedral.com/concerts or by placing a 

donation in the collection basket using the provided envelope
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