
St. Michael’s Concerts
2017 – 2018



 
 
 

VESUVIUS ENSEMBLE   
Francesco Pellegrino | Voice, Chitarra Battente 

Marco Cera | Chitarra Barocca, Mandolin, Ciaramella 
Lucas Harris | Liuto, Tiorba, Chitarra Barocca 

Special Guest: Mary-Katherine Finch | Cello 
 

St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 | 7:00 p.m.



Please silence all mobile devices and refrain from video recording 
 

"PASSIO" 
THE MATER DOLOROSA IN POPULAR TRADITION 

 
  
Stabat Mater anonimo  
  

Pietà Signore Alessandro Stradella (1639-1682) 
  

Toccata cromatica N°12 Alessandro Piccinini 
  

Ex Voto Traditional Campania 
  

Invocazione Madonna dell’Arco Traditional Campania 
  

Madonna de le grazie Traditional Campania 
  

Voi ch’amate lo criatore (dal Laudario di Cortona XIII secolo) 
  
Chiangi Maria Traditional Puglia 
  
Sonata mandolino N°81 Mi- Domenico Scarlatti 
  
Stabat Mater Intonazione 2 Manoscritto d'Ostuni 
  
Il cavaliere e la morte Traditional/Campania 
  
Maria sopra la Carpinese Traditional/Giussani 
  

Tarantella anonima Traditional Campania 
 

Suggested Donation: $25.00 



VESUVIUS ENSEMBLE 
The Vesuvius Ensemble, led by vocalist Francesco Pellegrino, is one of North 
America’s only music ensembles dedicated to the traditional music of Southern Italy. 
Since 2010 the ensemble has performed songs in variants of the Napoletano-
Calabrese-Siciliano-Pugliese dialect and accompanies them on period instruments 
typical of the region, such as the chitarra battente, ciaramella, colascione, mandolino, 
and tamburello.  Much of the group’s repertoire has been transmitted orally for 
centuries but was finally recorded and researched in the twentieth century by 
important scholars such as Roberto De Simone, Diego Carpitella, and Alan Lomax. 
Vesuvius’s mission is the contribute to the preservation of this precious cultural 
heritage by sharing it with Canadian audiences. 

Vesuvius Ensemble was founded by Italian tenor Francesco Pellegrino, who grew up 
learning this folk repertoire as a boy in Campania, in a town near Naples. Pellegrino 
is joined by Italian guitarist and double-reed player Marco Cera and Italian-American 
lutenist Lucas Harris, both regulars with Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra and many 
other groups. 

In Toronto, Vesuvius has been invited to play on the Koerner Hall Series, the Toronto 
Music Garden Series, at the Aga Khan Museum, the Royal Ontario Museum, the 
Columbus Centre, St. Michael’s College, and other venues.  The ensemble had great 
success with two collaborative programs with early music ensembles: Bella Napoli, 
with Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra, and The Soul of Naples with the Toronto 
Consort.  Outside of Toronto, Vesuvius has been invited to play on the Consortium 
Aurora Borealis series (Thunder Bay), the Maison d’Italie and Theatre Rialto 
(Montreal), McMaster University (Hamilton), the Ponticello series (Ottawa), the 
Midland Festival, and with Symphony Nova Scotia (Halifax) in another collaborative 
program directed by Jeanne Lamon.  Vesuvius has also played in the “old country,” 
offering a special performance in 2013 which took place in the Real Cappella del 
tesoro di San Gennaro in the Duomo di Napoli. 



Vesuvius concerts “pulse with life” and are marked by vibrancy and charisma. The 
ensemble takes its name from the notorious Mount Vesuvius, most famous for its 
catastrophic eruption of 79 AD, which destroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum. Merely 
9 km from Naples, it erupted numerous times since then. A particularly violent 
eruption in1631 killed 3,000 people, burying many villages. Vesuvius is still regarded 
as an active volcano. For centuries people have lived “in the shadow of the volcano”, 
always aware of its dominating presence. It is music from this area and beyond that 
will be heard in this concert. 

Their music spans four centuries, with love songs, villanellas, street music, and folk 
dances, including tarantellas. The latter were used in Old World music therapy 
against tarantula bites. The music was typically passed on by oral tradition from 
generation to generation, probably never written down until the twentieth century, 
when ethnomusicologists made field recordings. The music in most cases cannot be 
ascribed to a composer or even a time period. The musicians learn the music either 
from field recordings or from Francesco, who learned them first-hand when young. 
Accompaniments are improvised. 

In 2014, Vesuvius released the CD La Meglio Gioventù (Modica Music).  Vesuvius 
Ensemble offers an ongoing series of themed concerts sponsored by the Italian 
Cultural Institute of Toronto.  

Learn more at www.vesuviusensemble.com 

 
“The quality of the performances was so good, and the performers 
themselves so committed to their respective arts, that the details paled 
next to the pleasure of experiencing their art...Vesuvius Ensemble, fronted 
by charismatic Neapolitan-raised (now Toronto-based) tenor Francesco 
Pellegrino...packed all the natural ease of an Early Music consort, bonding 
the audience from their first, improvised song.” 
Musical Toronto 

  

http://www.vesuviusensemble.com/


MESSIAH 
(PART II & III) 

George Frideric Handel 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14 | 7:30 p.m. 
CATHEDRAL SCHOLA CANTORUM 

MEN & BOYS 
BAROQUE ORCHESTRA 

PETER MAHON | CONDUCTOR  

MEREDITH HALL SOPRANO 
RICHARD WHITALL ALTO 
SIMON HONEYMAN ALTO 
MICHAEL COLVIN TENOR 
JOEL ALLISON BASS 

 
George Frideric Handel’s beloved oratorio, Messiah, was premiered in 

Dublin on April 13, 1742, by the men and boy choristers of  
St. Patrick’s and Christ Church Cathedrals. Don’t miss this rare 

opportunity to hear Messiah performed with a chorus of men and 
boys’ voices from St. Michael’s Choir School. Part I was featured in 

the SMCS Christmas concert. Parts II & III relate the Passion and 
Resurrection story and the promise of eternal life. 

 
Suggested Donation: $25.00 

First-come, first-seated 



Roland & Rita Cheung
Angela M. Barbieri

Colin Lowndes 
Mary-Michaele Lowndes

William O’Meara
Mario Furfari
Anne Chang
Brian Haier

Cosimo & Kathryn Crupi
Cynthia & Roel Torres

Joe DeFranco
Winifred Magee

Pete Gillespie
Bettie Martindale
Allen Rawlinson

Enrico Lisi
Fe Quirante-Flora

James Hughes
John Kekely

Joseph Gasser
Larry & Marg Baker

Luis Eguaras
Philip Horgan

Silvio Ciarlandini
Wing Yan Yeung
Robert Stambula

Clare Pengelly
Anthony Dodds

Daniel Garcia-Moreno
Brian Jeffrey
David Gumbs

Domenico Marciano
Orest Rojik

Paul Keenan
Paul Harrs

Jason Schwab
Ana Alicia Garcia-Moreno

Anastasia Petkopoulos
Ann O’Reilly

Anneke Kersout 
Melvyn Mould

Arnold Iannuzzi
Ashleigh Burnet
Attila Jagodits

Bogdan Aleksandrowicz
Clare & Mike Barry

Daniel Smith
Danielle Paroyan
David Gatchalian
Digna L. Kagaoan
Elizabeth Kolenko

Frank & Angela Cordi
Giovanni Marrotta

Gloria Torres
Herman Engel
Hetty White

J. Leonard Gillis
Jeany Chan

Jonathan Cescon
Leona Nicol
Lisa Austin
Ljubica Belic
Luong Huynh

Nicodemo Agostino
Pat Baker

Ronald Hernandez
Tomáš Dušatko

Tony Comper

Donors to 

St. Michael’s Concerts



You may also support St. Michael’s Concerts by donating online 
at www.stmichaelscathedral.com/concerts or by placing a 

donation in the collection basket using the provided envelope
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