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A Letter to Confirmandi 
Dear Young Catholics,  
 
This year you will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. By freely 
receiving this sacrament, you will become fully bound to Christ and His Church.  The grace that 
you received in your baptism will be strengthened and completed so that you have more gifts to 
deepen, live out, and defend your Catholic faith. Challenges against our faith may come, but with 
your conscious cooperation with the Holy Spirit, you can be truly disciples of Christ, like all the 
saints, in courageously witnessing to God’s love for every person and the whole of His creation.  
 
So, we encourage you to reflect, and pray over your decision to complete your initiation into the 
Catholic Church.  
 
Our parish, St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica, is offering you an immediate sacramental 
preparation program. This program requires your full commitment to attend and participate in the 
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica every Sunday, Rite of Enrollment Ceremony, retreat, and all 
instruction classes.  Should you want to be part of it, this package is prepared for you to help you 
imagine what the commitment entails.  
 
 
In Christ,  
 
 
Rev. Michael Busch      Rev. Michael Simoes 
Rector, St. Michael’s Cathedral     Associate Pastor 



 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

 

Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of Confirmation together constitute the 

"sacraments of Christian initiation," whose unity must be safeguarded. It must be 

explained to the faithful that the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is 

necessary for the completion of baptismal grace.89 For "by the sacrament of 

Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the Church and are 

enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence, they are, as true witnesses 

of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed."90 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1285) 

 

 

 

Role of Family 

 

The family has the greatest role in instilling human and Christian values. The family, like the 

Church, ought to be the place where the Gospel is transmitted and from which the Gospel radiates.  

Parents have the primary responsibility to accompany their children in their journey of faith. The 

formation of children depends on the help, example, and influence of their parents. They not only 

give consent to the Christian initiation process, they also promise to do their part in preparing 

their children for the Sacraments of initiation. Parents are expected to have contact with the priests 

and catechists, to be present at all Sunday masses -- especially at the Enrollment Mass and 

Confirmation Ceremony--, and to attest to their children’s spiritual progress.



 
 

Immediate Confirmation Preparation Program Events and Requirements: 

1) Registered parishioner of St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica 
2) An updated copy of Baptismal Certificate 
3) A recent photo 
4) Parent/Student Meeting and registration (February 26, Monday, 7:00 PM at the Parish 

Hall)  
5) Enrollment Ceremony (March 3 during the 5:00 PM Mass and March 4 during the 12 

Noon Mass at the Cathedral Basilica) 
6) Confirmation Classes (weekends from March 24/25 to May 12/13 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 

at the Parish Hall) 
7) Retreat (May 11, Friday, Manresa Jesuit Spiritual Renewal Retreat)     
8) Confirmation Rehearsal (May 18, Friday, 2 PM, Cathedral Basilica)  
9) Confirmation Ceremony (May 20, 12:00 Noon Mass, Cathedral Basilica) 
10) A sponsor 

 
NOTE: We realize that scheduling of other events might conflict with Confirmation classes and 
ceremony, but we ask that you be willing to give your full attention and commitment to these 
events.  
 
Confirmation Sponsor: 

• Must be at least 16 years of age by the time of the Confirmation ceremony  
• A model of faith for the candidate (fully initiated, practising Catholic in good standing 

under church laws) 
• Cannot be parents (desirable that the chosen sponsor be the godparent at baptism) 
• Cannot be from other Christian denominations nor can they be Muslim, Jewish, or Buddhist   

 

 
A fee of $ 75.00 to cover the cost of the retreat, buses, confirmation booklets, gown rental, and 
other related materials would be appreciated. Cheques should be made payable to St. Michael’s 
Cathedral. 

For Children Baptized in an Orthodox Rite Church or in an Eastern Rite Catholic Church 
 
The Roman Rite is one of twenty-two rites in the universal Catholic Church. Many Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Toronto were baptized in one of the various Eastern Rite Churches that constitute the Catholic 
Church. It is the tradition of most of the Eastern Rite Churches (Catholic and Orthodox) that those being 
initiated are confirmed and receive the Eucharist at the time of baptism. Please check your child’s baptism 
certificate to verify if your child received Confirmation at baptism. When the parish, in usual conjunction 
with the Catholic schools, is preparing a candidate for Confirmation, those who are members of the Eastern 
Rite Catholic Churches will be expected to take an active part in all aspects of the program of the parish and 
school.  
 
Orthodox Rite students are also welcome to participate in the lessons and retreats but may not be part of the 
Confirmation celebration masses. 
 


